SURVIVOR’S PENSION QUESTIONNAIRE EXPLANATORY DOCUMENT

Introduction

This document has been prepared to assist you when completing the Survivor’s Pensions Questionnaire and Form of Authority.

You were entitled to receive a Police Pension after the death of your partner.  Now you are either no longer able to receive that pension because you are in a new long-term relationship, be that by marriage, civil partnership or living together as if you were husband and wife, or living together with your new partner as if you were effectively living together in a civil partnership.  Alternatively you are currently in a situation where you are prevented from entering into a new long-term relationship with your new partner after the death of your former partner, because if you embark fully on your new relationship by cohabiting, marrying or entering a civil partnership, you would lose your Police “Widow/er’s Pension” and neither you or your family can afford to do that.

You have agreed to assist NARPO and their Lawyers (Lexent Partners Ltd), who are currently investigating whether or not a legal challenge can be brought against the current Regulations, asking the Courts to declare that the current Regulations are invalid and should be changed, to enable survivors to enjoy new long-term relationships after the death of their former partner who served in the Police Force, without any fear of losing their entitlement to receive their “Widow/er’s Pension”.   Where survivors have already lost their “Widow/er’s Pension” because they are now in a new relationship, NARPO and their Lawyers are currently considering whether or not a legal challenge can be brought against the current Regulations, asking the Court to compel the Secretary of State to reinstate their lost “Widow/er’s Pension”.   

To assist in NARPO and their Lawyers in their ongoing investigations and enquiries, a Questionnaire is attached to this explanatory document.  We would ask that you complete the Questionnaire, providing as much detail, information and documentation as you can and return it back to Lexent Partners Ltd  
It will probably be easier for you to complete and return the Questionnaire and provide any additional documents in an electronic format.  If so please scan and email these to sl@lexentpartners.com. Alternatively you can post these to Sally Leaman, Lexent Partners Ltd, Regus Manchester Business Park, 3000 Aviator Way, Manchester, M22 5TG.

Your assistance and cooperation is vital if we are able to have any chance of successfully overturning the current Regulations through the Courts.   Also the more information together with any other relevant documentation that you are able to provide us with about yours and your family’s circumstances, the better placed we and our Lawyers will be to pursue any legal claims on yours and other affected NARPO members behalves.   

If, when you receive these documents, you have any queries relating to their completion, please either email or telephone Sally Leaman at Lexent Partners Ltd

Email:
sl@lexentpartners.com

Telephone: 07776 684 004
The Questionnaire

The purpose of the Questionnaire is to enable our Lawyers to  understand in as much detail as you can provide to them, about you, your family and how the current Police Pension Regulations affect you all, financially and practically.  The more information we and in particular our Lawyers have about how you and our other members are affected by these Regulations, the better placed we will be able to review the case and if appropriate, put it initially to the Secretary of State and then to the Courts.

As we have already stated, it is vital that you complete the Questionnaire in as much detail as possible.  Please rest assured that all appropriate safeguards and measures will be taken to protect your personal data.   We will only share your personal data with our Legal Advisors.  If there is a need to share your personal data with any other third parties such as, for example, the Secretary of State or the Court, we will notify you in advance of any proposed disclosure and will not disclose your personal data to any other third party without your formal written consent.

In these circumstances and so as to hopefully assist you, when completing the Questionnaire, we  set out below an explanation of each and every category of data that we are asking you to provide to us, so that you can be sure that the data and information that we require is relevant to the issues that we are investigating and hope to take forward on yours and your family’s behalves.

· Your full name:  
Its relevance is self-explanatory.

· Date of Birth: 
Again the relevance of such data will be self-explanatory.

· Address: 

Again the need for such data is self-explanatory.

· Contact Telephone number:  If you have more than one telephone number, please let us know.

· Contact Email address:  Again the need for such information from you  is self-evident.

· Means by which you would prefer us and/or our Lawyers to contact you going forward:
Ideally we would prefer to communicate with you by email. If that is not possible or inconvenient please identify what other media you would prefer us to communicate with you.  

· Details of your Partner who was a serving Police Officer, who has died: The information you supply should include the following:

· Your deceased partner’s full name.

· Your deceased partner’s date of birth.

· Deceased partner’s Date of Death.

· Details of your deceased Partner’s service in the Police Force including in particular, date your deceased partner became a Police Officer and if appropriate, the date of retirement from the Force, and the positions and ranks held during his/her service.

· How your deceased partner died.   Did your former partner die in the execution of his/her Police duties?

· The length of your relationship with your partner

· Details of your children, if any, and if appropriate, your current partner to include:  
· Names 

· Dates of Birth

· Child’s current status/activities - for example is the child still at school or in full time education?

· Where does the child live - are they still living at home with you?

· Is the child still financially dependent upon you / your partner either, for example, by reason of the fact that they still live with you or alternatively because they are in full time further education?   Alternatively your child may be financially dependent upon you by reason of his/her physical or mental disability.  Please provide full details.
Details of your  current partner, if applicable to include
· If applicable your current Partner’s occupation

· Duration of the relationship with your current partner

· Whether you are cohabiting, have married or in a civil partnership
· Full particulars of “The Widow/er’s Pension” that you receive or alternatively, have lost because you are now in a new long-term relationship.  The information you provide should include:

· Full details as to the amount of the pension you either continue to receive or have lost.   

· Full details of the Police Force that is responsible for the oversight of the “Widow/er’s Pension” and payment of it.

· If your entitlement has ceased, please provide details of when and in what circumstances, your “Widow/er’s Pension” was stopped.  

· If you continue to receive your “Widow/er’s Pension”, please provide all communications and correspondence that you receive from the paying Police Force about what checks and safeguards they impose on you and your family to determine whether or not you are still eligible to receive your “Widow/er’s Pension,” from time to time.

· Please set out in as much detail as possible how either losing your “Widow/er’s Pension” or alternatively not being able to commence a long-term relationship by cohabiting, marrying or entering a civil partnership with a new partner because of the consequent loss of your Widow/er’s Pension has and continues to affect you and your family.  We would ask that you provide as much detail as you can to us about the impact of these issues on you and your family.   When providing that information to us, we would ask you to have regard particularly to the following:

· If you have lost your “Widow/er’s Pension”, please set out the financial implications of such a loss to you and your family.

· Following on from the above, please set out in as much detail as you can, the practical consequences to you and your family of you not receiving your “Widow/er’s Pension”.   What has and does the loss of the money prevent you and your family from doing?

· If you are prevented from starting a new long-term relationship, or cohabiting, marrying or entering a civil partnership because you will lose your “Widow/er’s Pension”, please set out in detail the impact and effect of that decision on you, on your relationship with your new partner and also the impact of your decision on all other family members. 

· Following on from the above, if you were to formalise your relationship with your new partner so that you cohabit, marry or enter a civil partnership, please set out details of the financial loss to you and your family if you were, in turn, to lose your “Widow/er’s Pension”.  

· Please set out in your own words why you and your family consider these Regulations to be so unfair. 

· Please include any other details which you think may be relevant as to the impact of these Regulations on you, your family and the enjoyment of your family life.
